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Rancho Folclórico e Ethnográfico Alma Lusa Artistic-Cultural Group
The Rancho Folclórico e Etnográfico Alma Lusa was founded on October 7, 1993 by the families of the Centro Cultural Português de Ijuí as a way of maintaining the cultural identity of Portuguese descendants through folklore. In the nomenclature of the group, the term “rancho” was used, which in the older popular Portuguese language means group, set, collective.

This group aims to research, safeguard and disseminate all that are Portuguese traditions such as the playing of musical instruments, traditional dances, songs, costumes, old work and personal utensils, religious beliefs and festivities, popular language, handicrafts and other items of Portuguese material and immaterial cultural heritage. In this context, it is called “museum in movement”, bringing to the public knowledge the uses and customs of the Portuguese people of old, specifically from the period from 1890 to 1920. The group represents the folklore of the region of Beira Litoral Vouga, on the coast- central Portugal, and specifically presents the repertoire of the municipalities of Aveiro and Águeda. In 2016, having been noted as a reference in the care with folklore details, the group was invited by the Portuguese Folklore Federation to be part of this renowned institution based in Vila Nova de Gaia, Portugal.

The choreographies of the dances, melodies and lyrics of the songs are not created, they are original, the result of ethnographic collections. All the costumes used by the group are not created either, they are replicas of costumes used over 100 years ago. The costumes are not uniform, each member of the group wears a different costume, showing the widest possible variety of ancient ways of dressing and demonstrating different professions, social conditions and age groups. The source of research currently is the other folklore groups in Portugal, also members of the Portuguese Folklore Federation, who made, some decades ago, records of testimonies of elderly people about the experiences of the past. The two folklore groups in Portugal that most serve as a reference have been the Folkloric Group of Casa do Povo de Cacia, in Aveiro, and the Typical Group “Cancioneiro de Águeda”, based in the city of the same name.

To ensure the faithful representation of traditional attire, a large part of the costumes are brought from Portugal. Some pieces that can be made in Brazil are then made in the fabrics they were made from in the past: brocade, wool fabric, velvet, linen, pure cotton, plaid flannel, etc. The accessories, yes, they absolutely all come from Portugal, like hats, headscarves, shoes, bands, pouches, socks, replicas of old jewelry and others. Currently, the Rancho Folclórico e Etnográfico Alma Lusa has reconstituted the costumes of tricana, marnoto, ver-a-Deus, boatman on the Vouga river, fisherman, varina, lupine, cockle fisherman, mountain girl on a feast day, pilgrim, mountain man, rich peasants, shepherd with reeds, festive attire, reaper, and children's attire.
The group has a complete toccata, composed of the musical instruments that were originally used in Beira Litoral Vouga. They are the concertinas, violin, guitar, Portuguese cavaquinhos, bass drum, reco-reco, ferrinhos (triangle) and the viola toeira, an important instrument representing this region.

Although the group officially represents the region of Beira Litoral Vouga, it has an important and vast collection of original musical instruments brought from various regions of Portugal. Examples are: the violas from the Azores, the “brinquinho” from Madeira, the bagpipes from Trás-os-Montes, the guitar from Lisbon, the castanets, bass drums and cavaquinhos from Minho, the adufe from Beira Baixa, snapped cane from Estremadura, among others.

The group uses the old adage that “you only love what you know”. Since then, the group's management has already participated in several training initiatives in Portugal and Brazil, namely related to folklore. There were 8 members of the group who participated, in different years, in training courses in folklore promoted by the Regional Directorate of the Azorean Communities, of the Regional Government of the Azores, Portugal. After these participations, the group promotes cultural seminars where learning and research results are transmitted to all members. This is done annually, as a way of keeping the members well informed, taking into account that each year there may be new members. In addition, the group has also frequently participated in online training offered by the Portuguese Folklore Federation.

There have been several exchanges made by the group since its formation. Exchanges in the form of barter are a constant. In Ijuí, the group has already hosted Portuguese folk groups from Argentina, Uruguay, other Brazilian states (Rio de Janeiro, Santa Catarina, Paraná, São Paulo, Pernambuco) and also two groups from Portugal.

The group's trips to other states are a constant activity, always performing mainly in folklore festivals, events of the Portuguese community, private parties and television and radio programs. Every year, as part of the delegation of the Centro Cultural Português de Ijuí, the group participates in the Meeting of Portuguese and Luso Descendants of the Southern Cone. This event brings together Portuguese associations from Rio Grande do Sul, Uruguay, Argentina together with authorities from Portugal, namely from the Secretary of State for Portuguese Communities, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Portugal. In 2014, the meeting was held with great success in Ijuí by the Portuguese Cultural Center, with the presence of Dr Adriana Melo Ribeiro Vice-Consul of Portugal in Porto Alegre, Dr Flávio Martins President of the World Council of Portuguese Communities, José de Almeida Cesário Secretary of State of the Portuguese Communities and one of the ministers of the Assembly of the Portuguese Republic Carlos Easter.

In 2017, the group carried out its first tour of presentations in Portugal with 39 members, where it participated in several folklore festivals, cultural initiatives and visits to places of historical interest with the guidance of the Portuguese Folklore Federation. There were 10 days of many activities touring the municipalities of Lisbon, Moita, Fátima, Leiria, Cantanhede, Coimbra, Porto, Soure, São Mamede de Infesta and Peniche.
One of the projects that the group intends to do is to structure the Museum of Portuguese Popular Culture at the headquarters of the Portuguese Cultural Center of Ijuí, which will contain a large part of the group's assets: musical instruments, bibliographic and audio-visual material, agricultural implements, costumes traditional and ethnographic reference objects.

The continuity and guarantee of the future of Rancho Folclórico e Etnográfico Alma Lusa are based on the love of Portuguese folklore and the attachment to traditions, which in this group are passed on from parents to children.
Contributions from Portuguese Immigrants

In the state of Rio Grande do Sul, the contributions of the Portuguese were significant, emphasizing in the gaucho people a series of customs that are still present today. The Portuguese immigrant, especially those of Azorean origin, is one of the main pillars of the formation of the gaucho's identity. The festivities of the Divino Espírito Santo, some pieces of gaucho clothing, the singing of the Terno de Reis, the Pão-por-Deus, many handicraft items, popular proverbs, singing in trova to the challenge and the traditional dances such as Pézinho, Chamarrita (or Chimarrita), Tirana, Pau-de-Fita, among others.

The mass Portuguese presence in the territory of Rio Grande do Sul completes 270 years, as it began in 1752, with the arrival of numerous families from the Azores archipelagos, through a strategy of the Portuguese crown to achieve the settlement of the state. Initially these Portuguese from the Azores settled off the coast, founding the first parishes and cities such as Porto Alegre, Viamão, Rio Grande, Taquari, Triunfo, Mostardas, Santo Antônio da Patrulha, Pelotas, Gravataí, Rio Pardo, etc. Other families also from the Azores, but coming from the Colony of Sacramento, explored the gaucho pampa, populating the regions of Alegrete, Santana do Livramento, Jaguarão, Bagé and others. Later, with the passing of generations, the Brazilian Portuguese descendants of these pioneers dispersed throughout all regions of the state, forming the largest group of foreign descendants in Rio Grande do Sul.

The Colony of Ijuhy, which currently comprises the municipality of Ijuí, was officially founded on October 19, 1890, with the arrival of 22 German-Russian emigrants, in a clearing, opened in the virgin forest to receive them.

Preceding the founding of the new colony, there was already the presence of the Luso-Brazilian element in this region, from the opening of Picada Conceição, an undertaking contracted by José Gabriel da Silva Lima and executed under his command, probably from 1848. José Gabriel with his son Horácio, helped the founder of the new colony, José Manoel da Siqueira Couto, in the measurement and division of the lands.

After the beginnings of the colonization of Ijuí, the participation and contribution of Luso-Brazilians to the development of the new colony became very notorious and extremely important, mainly in three sectors of society: reception of European immigrants, public administration and implementation of a structure commercial and basic services.

The immigrants, placed in plots of 25 hectares, on average, had the heavy task of deforestation and the implantation of primitive crops and animal husbandry, as well as the transformation of this production into survival food. In carrying out these tasks and in learning the Portuguese language, the immigrants were helped by the existing Luso-Brazilians.

The Luso-Brazilian element was given the very important mission of administering the colony, exercising the role of maintaining public order and of planning and executing the bases on which the future municipality begins to be founded, as well as in the implementation of a commercial and of essential services, aimed at meeting the needs of the general population.
In public administration, the following stood out:

• Engineer Augusto Pestana, whose very fruitful role in commanding the administration of the colony lasted from January 1, 1899 to January 31, 1912, the date when Ijuí became an autonomous municipality;

• Antonio Soares de Barros, Colonel Dico, an austere and correct administrator, who for 19 years exercised undeniable leadership in the Ijui community, as mayor and municipal mayor and as a merchant;

• Martin Leonardo, who served as commander of the Ijuí police for 26 years, from 1904 to 1930;

• Antonio Setembrino Lopes, an influential community and political leader, with a strong presence in Ijuí from the 1920s to the 1940s.

In the economic sector of commerce and services, the following stood out:

• Antônio Soares de Barros and his brother Salatiel Soares de Barros, who already in 1890 opened a small commercial store in the colony's headquarters, which evolved into Casa Dico S.A;

• Alvaro de Carvalho Nicofé who carried out multiple activities in the Ijuí community as a trader (1903) district judge (1917), manager of the Banco do Comércio branch, founder of Clube Ijuí, President of Tiro de Guerra (1940), officer of the Registry Office of Imóveis, Mayor of Ijuí (1944).
Other Luso-Brazilian personalities with outstanding performance in Ijuí:

• Davi José Martins – Banking, worked for the installation of the school of Prof. Guilherme Clemente Koehler and creation of the Hospital de Caridade de Ijuí;

• Dr. Osório Campos Trindade, physician;

• Solon Gonçalves da Silva, physician with political activity, Mayor of Ijuí (1967 to 1969);

• Orlando Dias Athayde, physician working in Ijuí and founder of Hospital São Francisco in Augusto Pestana.
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