THE LATVIANS IN BRAZIL

INTRODUCTION
The motivations that brought European immigrants to Brazil and the state of Rio Grande do Sul and, more precisely, to Ijuí, are almost identical for the different ethnic groups: the dream of freedom, the escape from political-religious oppression, the deprivation of all type, the desire to own their own land to work and produce and thus live comfortably and guarantee the future of their descendants.

The historian Osvaldo Ronis (1981) points out as fundamental reasons that gave rise to the first emigration movements of Latvian Baptists to Brazil: “Political-religious oppressions and precarious socioeconomic conditions, which did not allow citizens to acquire a little land to plow and with the product of their work to prosper honestly”.

Led by the Lutheran pastor Karlis Balodis, about 25 families left the pier of Riga in April 1890 aboard a small ship, which took them to the port of Lubek, Germany. From there, in another steamer, they came to Brazil, disembarking at the port of Laguna, in Santa Catarina. From Laguna to Orleans, then municipality of Tubarão, they traveled along the newly built railway. From Orleans, they walked about 10 kilometers to Rio Novo, where the main Latvian colony in Brazil was established.

Most of these Latvian emigrants were day laborers in a cement factory in the metropolis, who were not satisfied with working indefinitely just for the interests of the boss, with no prospect of ever achieving their economic emancipation.

1. THE LETHOS IN IJUÍ

On October 19, 1890, 22 emigrants from Czarist Russia arrived at a clearing in the middle of the virgin forest to settle in the newly founded Colony of Ijuhy, marking the beginning of the de facto colonization of Ijuí and its “hinterland”, which, at that time, it extended to the Uruguay River.

Ijuí became the first Letta colony in the state of Rio Grande do Sul. As described by the Reverend Frederico Linck in the “Rio-Grandense Encyclopedia”, 5th volume, (1958), the Latvians were attracted here, influenced by the narratives of the colonization agents, who said that the Ijuhy Colony was very similar to Europe, it was known as the "Europe of America".

The first Latvian immigrants who arrived here, in 1892 (two years after the founding of the Colony), came from Argentina, where they were not very satisfied. They were the Aberkaln, Kuda, Kronberg, Unrikis, Pride and Mikelson families, who went to settle between Lines 4, 5 and 6 west of the Colony.
Shortly afterwards, the Liclais Sakis, Johnis Sakis and Indrikis Paise families arrived, who settled in colonies between Lines 7 and 8 East, near the Ijuí Grande River.

Then came Sahnis Keidann, Toms Ukstin, Adreis and Frizis Keidann, followed by Ansis Gaile, Frizis Garos and their sons Johnis and Jonis, and then Linkis, Krievin, Sketeris, Ansis, Wihtin, Jahnis, Grimm, Jahkabs Uhdris, Janis Danelis , Wezair Nazarofs, Indrikis Folks, Mazais Hartmans, Wezais Sahmietis, Juris and Jehkabs Gebanis, Jahnis Arais and Mikelis Schulums, going mostly to settle between Lines 10, 11 and 12 east, which became a small Latvia, later gaining the denomination of Rincão dos Letos.

Years later, other descendants of the ethnic group joined the Letta colony in Ijuí, including the families Jacob Drewin, Mikels Andreis Kossa, Mikels Schulmans, Jahnis Ozalins, Karls Predols, Frizis Wuis, Eduardo Jansem, Hermans Anderson, Janis Sala and Ella Mikelson Sala.

Historian Martin Fischer (1967) reports that in the early days, the Latvian immigrant lived in a certain isolation, which, in his view, was explained “by the fact that their language is very different from almost all European languages ​​and their customs and peculiarities are also different from the rest of Europe”.

The aforementioned historian praises them highly, stating that the Latvian immigrants constituted one of the best elements for the progress of the Ijuhy Colony, defining them as “intelligent, dynamic, industrious and intimately happy, on the one hand, and on the other , very orderly, disciplined and devout, virtues that made them earn the respect and consideration of all their neighbors and the authorities”.

As with other immigrants, the Latvians, upon arriving at the Colony of Ijuhy, found themselves facing the immense, impenetrable, mysterious jungle, and they had only one alternative: to face the challenge of tearing it down, making clearings in the bush. , burn the felled forests and then plant as much as possible and a little bit of everything to guarantee subsistence. Agriculture, through the clearing of the forest, was an activity completely unknown to them, who in their country worked in industrial activities.

One of the main characteristics of late immigration to Brazil and especially to Ijuí was the large number of Baptists. This was the main reason why the third Latvian church created in Brazil had its headquarters in the municipality of Ijuí, on line 10 east, inaugurated in April 1898, with 30 members. Years later it was transferred to line 11 east, where it remains today.

Pastor João Hinkis, sent by the Riga Missionary Society, after working for more than a year in Rio Novo and Blumenau, (SC) where the 1st and 2nd Baptist churches were founded in Brazil, came to visit the Latvian colony of Ijuí, The first three months of 1899 were spent there, culminating his work in Ijuí, with the inauguration of the Latvian School, which operated in the temple itself, where Latvian, Portuguese, German and other subjects were taught.
This school called “Aula Leta” was the first school to operate within the “Colônia de Ijuhy” and naturally had a great importance for the Latvian community and for the development of the Colony itself.

A curious fact that occurred at this time was the long wagon trip carried out by Martin Sakis and his family, from Orleans (SC) to Colonia de Ijuhy.

In 1891, Martin Sakis and his family immigrated from Leipaja (LV) to Brazil, arriving in Orleans. After a short stay in Orleans, Martin Sakis acquired a team of oxen and a horse, deciding to head for the Colony of Ijuhy. The long journey was carried out by wagon, pulled by oxen, taking about 4 months to overcome the long and painful journey.

The Latvian ethnic group evolved in Ijuí, according to the demographic dynamics: births, deaths, immigrations, internal migrations, interethnic miscegenation.

The Latvian pioneers in Ijuí planted seeds that, through their descendants, produced and continue to produce valuable fruits.

Among the great and countless contributions of members of the ethnic group, for the development of Ijuí and the region, we highlight some actions in agriculture, industry, commerce and culture.

The Grimm family initially stood out in agriculture, then in commerce and industry. Roberto Grimm was a pioneer in the construction of hydraulic turbines and installations of small hydroelectric plants.

Jacó Uhdre's family dedicated themselves to agricultural activities and pioneered the production of manioc flour.

The first blacksmith, a profession of great importance at the time, on the east line 11, was the Latvian immigrant Jacob Eduardo Nazaroff.

The Arais stood out in the cabinetmaking profession and in the manufacture of furniture.

The family of Alberto Pydd, a German Russian immigrant from the Volínia region, father of the doctor Armindo Pydd for many years president of the Latvian Cultural Center in Ijuí, stood out as the owner of a sawmill, carpentry and oil factory.

Jacob Drewin installed a still in Dr. Bozano, going on to produce a considerable amount of cachaça, in addition to yerba mate produced in its barbaqua, carijo and herb soque.

João Kossa, descendant of the immigrant Miguel André Kossa, in 1948 acquired a Ford tractor, becoming a pioneer in agricultural mechanization, improving his production of cachaça.

In the liberal and artistic professions, the following stood out: professor André Priedols, photographer Eduardo Jaunsem, who left through his photographs an important collection that is exposed at the Director Pestana Anthropological Museum

Currently Latvian descendants stand out in the local community in various professions such as: entrepreneurs, engineers, doctors, veterinarians, agronomists, carpenters, farmers, musicians, teachers, dentists, lawyers, bricklayers, among others, contributing significantly to the economic and cultural development of our city.
2. ORGANIZATION AND PERFORMANCE OF THE LETA ETHNICITY IN IJUÍ

2.1. BOARD
The Latvian Cultural Center of Ijui has always had the participation of Latvian descendants in various positions on the Board of Directors since its creation. It is said that the precursor of the cultural center is Mr. Antenor Sakis, having as the first president of the ethnic group Mr. Gunnar Person. When the statutes were officially registered, the first president was Dr. Armindo Pydd who stayed in office for 20 years, passing the presidency to Mr. Aurélio Sakis who remained in the position until 2013. 
Passing the presidency to Eng Jonas Adolfo Sala who remains in the position until today.

Councilman Antenor Sakis was the promoter, articulator and organizer of the first meeting to deal with the formation of the Latvian ethnicity in the resumption of the development of Ijui that culminated in the first FENADI.

The structuring of the Latvian ethnicity took place in October 1987 with the occupation of a booth in the handicraft pavilion of the Exhibition Park, at EXPOIJUI – Industrial and Commercial Exhibition of Ijuí, which was held together with the 1st FENADI, with an exhibition of photographs and typical objects and participation in the parade with a float. A choir was improvised to present religious songs, conducted by Henrique Arais.

In December 1987, the first Christmas of the ethnic groups took place in the exhibition park with the presentation of the mixed latvian and children's choir under the regency of Liana Arais Pydd.

A General Assembly, on April 20, 1988, held in the auditorium of the Commercial and Industrial Association of Ijuí, discussed and approved the Statute of the Latvian Cultural Center of Ijuí.

One of the Latvian Cultural Center's first steps was the mobilization of its members for the construction of the Typical House, in the Exhibition Park. The cornerstone was laid on July 24, 1988 at the site is a time capsule that should be opened in July 2038, fifty years after its launch.

The design of the typical house was in charge of engineers Jonas Adolfo Sala, Adão Drewim and Yedo Arais. Construction was under the command of master builders Arnoldo Arais known as Barão, Aurélio Sakis and João Euclides Sala. the labor as well as the materials needed for its construction were donated by the Latvian descendants.
The Typical House was based on a model of an existing house in the Kuldigas region of Latvia, built in 1767 and rebuilt in 1932.

The Latvian Cultural Center of Ijuí, under the command of its successive presidents and board members throughout its existence, stood out for its performance in the preservation of Latvian culture.

On July 5, 1988, the first ETHNIC TOURNAMENT was organized on line 11 east Rincão dos Letos on the property of Mr. Oscar Kromberg

The first international cultural event took place in September 1988 with the arrival of the AVE SOL choir, from Riga, capital of Latvia, under the regency of maestro IMANTS KOHARS, an event that impressed the Ijui community and filled the premises of the Ijuí Gymnastics Society – SOGI.

We also highlight several exchanges with the country of origin and with other communities in Brazil and South American countries, as can be seen from the summary report of the center's activities, presented below:
3. CREATION OF CULTURAL GROUPS

• DANCE: Staburags (Adult), Jautrais Paris (juvenile), Kipari (Children), in 1986, children's dance group “Dimants” in 2016 and dance group of Pais Vecãki in 2016.

• SINGING: Coral Dzintars in 1987 and Children's Choir “Saulite” in 2016.

4. EXCHANGE ACTIONS:
• Performances by Coral Dzintars at Feira do Imigrante, at Parque Ibirapuera, in São Paulo (30/06 and 07/07/1989);

• Coming from Riga (1989) a teacher, Ms. Lilita Bernharde to teach Latvian language classes. And also coming from Lithuania in the SIAULIAI choir with presentations at the Ijui \gymnastic Society. (SOGI)

• Journey to Varpa/SP (1992), which is a district of the city of Tupã, in the interior of the State of São Paulo, a community founded in 1922 by about 1,200 Latvian immigrants. The trip was to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the arrival of the Latvians to Brazil and Ijuí (1892) and the 70th anniversary of the immigration to Varpa and the foundation of that community;

• Coming from the dance group Zielta Sietins from Riga, with presentations at Casa Leta, at SESC – Serviço Social do Comércio in the cities of Santo Ângelo and Três de Maio (October 1996);

• Coming from the Boys' Choir of the Josepa Medina Music School, in Riga. Presentation at Casa Leta, at SESC – Serviço Social do Comércio, at Igreja Batista Brasileira (1998);

• Trip to Latvia by a group of 10 people from Ijuí, among them: Dr. Armindo Pydd and Liana Arais Pydd, Oscar Keller and Maiga Arais Keller, Edemar Grim Berg and Marília de Mattos Berg, Arnoldo Arais - 1999;

• Coming from the dance group Vibulite from Sigulda Latvia with presentations at FENADI in 2001.

• Presentation of the dance group Staburags in the city of São Miguel do Oeste, Santa Catarina (2002);

• Coming from the Latvian couple, Ms. Mara Kaijaka, screenwriter and Mr. Wladimirs Kaijaks, writer, to be teachers of the Latvian language from August to October 2003;

• Trip to the city of Oberá/Argentina (2006) to participate in the “Fiesta de las Colectividades”;
• Participation in the “Bridges of Light” World Event in celebration of Latvia's 90 years of Independence (2008). The human fascination with “Light and Flames” is demonstrated in the most diverse parties and celebrations around the world. In Latvia and in countries where there are Latvian communities, a celebration of this kind is called “Bridges of Light” held on bridges, with lights, chants, to celebrate the summer solstice. In Ijuí, this commemoration was held over the bridge over the Rio Potiribú, which is the river that supplies the city with water;

• Coming from the singing and dancing group from Liepaja/Latvia, with presentations at Casa Leta and at CEAP – Colégio Evangélico Augusto Pestana (2009);

• Coming from the dance group “Casa Argentina” from Oberá/Argentina (2011) to Ijuí, hosted by Centro Cultural Leto;

• Coming of the Polish Group from the city of Guarani das Missões (2012) to Ijuí hosted by the Latvian Cultural Center;

• Trip by choreographer Sandro Medeiros and Andréia Nowaczyk to Latvia (2013) hosted here by Centro Cultural Leto;

• Coming of two dance groups from Latvia: Teiksma and Lielupe (2013) to Ijuí;

• Coming of Laima and Hansis musicians from Latvia for presentations (2014);

• Coming of Missionary Elaine Behrzins of World Missions in Brazil, in Latvia (2014);

• Recital in Ijuí by pianist Didzis Kalnins, from Riga (2014);

• Trip and performances by the dance group Staburags to Latvia (2015);

• Presence of Latvian singers: Laima, Katrina and Tenis Dimantz at the 1st Ligo Festival in June 2016. Ligo celebration is the most popular festival in Latvia. It carries an ancient cultural heritage and unites the Latvian community around the world, with lots of music, dance and joy. It takes place in early June. Festa Ligo is held annually in the city of Nova Odessa in São Paulo and in other local communities of Latvian culture. On May 4, 1990, Latvia declared its independence from the Soviet Union;

• Performances, at the Latvian house, of Latvian dancers: Kristina Meldere and Karlis Lacis, during FENADI – National Festival of Diversified Cultures, 2016;

• Visit to Ijuí by the Ambassador of Latvia, Ms. Alda Vanaga (March 2017);

• Visit of businessman Aigars Strauss (2017) from Latvia;

• Coming from the two Latvian folk groups from England “Kaqmolis” and “Dudalmieki”, for the celebrations of 99 years of Latvia's independence (2017);
• A dozen presentations by the Staburags group in various cities in the region and at various events held in the city of Ijuí;

• Trip to Latvia by a large delegation from Ijuí, with the dance group Staburags to participate in the Great Riga Dance Festival, in which around 18 thousand dancers participated (July 2018);

• Visit to Ijuí by Businessman Aigars Strauss, by Ms. Vineta Zauroidika and Alla Oldermane-Vadzinska, during FENADI in October 2019;

• Visit of the dance group ATVARS from the city of Jauielgava, with the presence of Mayor Guntis Libeks and his wife Mara Libeka

• In the 2020s and 2021s, due to the Covid 19 pandemic, the group's activities and dance performances, lectures, parades and balls in both editions were held virtually;

• Filming of dances by the Latvian Cultural Center groups, for dissemination at the Latvian Student Festival (May 2021);

• Coming from the Choreographers Couple from Liepaja/Latvia: Kristine Karklina and Aigars Karklina to improve the Staburags group (November 2021), stayed in Ijuí for 10 days. This undertaking, the arrival of the couple of choreographers, was supported by the Federal Government of Brazil, with funds from FUNARTE – Fundação Nacional de Arte.
5. OTHER CENTER FACTS AND PROMOTIONS:

5.1. DINNERS:

• Night of Love, Father's Day, Valentine's Day and other celebrations at events held at Casa Leta;

• Dinner at Casa Leta, every night, with typical live music during FENADI 2016 and in other years' editions;

• Several editions of Dinners of the 13 Peoples. These dinners are periodically promoted by UETI with the participation of all Cultural Centers in Ijuí, with the respective typical gastronomy;

5.2. OPENINGS:

• From the panel LOCATED AT Casa Leta on which the names of the first Leta families that arrived in Ijuí are engraved (1993);

• From the “Galeria da Saudade” Ilgãs – Tributes to the Employees of the Centro da Etnia Leta, who have passed away. This gallery is located in the house of the Latvian Cultural Center in Ijuí;

• From the “Galeria da Esperança” with photos of the children of members of the ethnic group. It is enriched each year with photos of those born that year.

• The Plaque alluding to the 30th anniversary of the Latvian Ethnicity Cultural Center;

• A landmark, at the Linha 11 Leste Cemetery, in allusion to the 100th anniversary of the arrival of the Latvians in Ijuí (1993);
5.3. SHOWS AND EXHIBITIONS:

• Photo exhibition by Juris Berzins in 1988 at the Ijui City Hall.

• Photographic exhibition by Eduardo Jausen, at Casa Leta (1993);

• Exhibition Núcleos Letos no Brasil – Imagens (2007);

• Exhibitions Unpublished Photos by Eduardo Jausen (2007);

• Exhibition of photos of Latvian corals and photographs of Jaujelgava, photos from a trip to Latvia (2019);

• Exhibition of photos by Latvian photographer Pateris Gauber about Latvia.

5.4. CELEBRATIONS AND CULTS:
• Latvian Independence Celebrations: since 1992 every year in November;

• Celebration of Thanksgiving religious service at Casa Leta has been taking place since the first edition of FENADI, always on the first Sunday, with the presence of guests. On the occasion of these services, the new photos of the “Galeria da Esperança” (births) and the Galeria da Saudade, a tribute to those who left, are made official and inaugurated.

At the opening of FENADI VIRTUAL 2020, Dr. Dace Melbãrde, MEP member of the European PARLIAMENT, Vice-President of the Committee on Culture and Education of the same Parliament and Former Minister of Culture of Latvia, delivered the Aula Magna of the Event. On the occasion, she addressed the theme “Importance of Culture in the Development of a Nation”. She highlighted “the unity of Latvian communities abroad, in the last century and in the 21st century, and their ability to mobilize to preserve their cultural identity and language abroad. At the same time, the Latvians were able to show respect for the culture and language of the local motherland, learning them quickly, becoming ambassadors of the culture abroad, and establishing dialogue and cooperation between different cultures based on the principle of friendship and world peace. The Latvian community in Brazil is a great example of this. It shows the multifaceted power of the culture.”
In the 2020 and 2021 editions of FENADI VIRTUAL, Latvian folkloric groups and people of the ethnicity participated with cultural presentations and lectures, along with the other Ethnic-Cultural Centers of Ijuí, and the events reached audiences that exceeded several million people in each of them. .

6. BRANDS OF LET CULTURE

Certainly, multiple characteristics of a culture can be pointed out. In the Latvian culture, among so many characteristics, we can highlight three of them: the appreciation of nature, the adaptation of the human being, nature, and the appreciation of the country's freedom or independence.

6.1. APPRECIATION OF NATURE

In northern Europe, winter is very cold and in the three Baltic countries (Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania), snow-covered landscapes are an integral part of the long cold season. It's more than 6 months of days plus costs and long nights.

Certainly due to such characteristics of the local nature, since pagan times, the celebrations around the summer solstice, or the arrival of summer, at the beginning of June, is an explosion of euphoria, full of superstitions, meanings loaded with mysticism and symbolism. .

Waiting for the Latvians for the hottest season of the year is something that is difficult for Brazilians who are used to hot weather during most of the year to imagine. The appreciation and enjoyment of forests is another characteristic of Latvian culture. Ancient cultures, such as the Egyptian, Mayan, Inca, Greek, performed rituals during the solstice to give thanks for all that was granted to them and to ask for divine protection.

The Baltic peoples still follow the traditions of other times to mark the longest day of the year, which takes place around June 23, there in the northern hemisphere. The celebrations are distinguished by a mixture of pagan and Christian traditions, starting in the late afternoon and extending until the next day.

Christian traditions are related to our June festivals. The bonfires are lit to “mend” one day to the next, “eliminating” definitively winning the night that for so long punished everyone with its cold and darkness.

The bonfire is jumped to obtain divine protection and blessing.

The fascination of the Baltic peoples, like most other peoples on earth, for light and flame is demonstrated in festive celebrations around the world.

Each people have its own way of carrying out the celebrations. In addition to the thousands of points of light in the firmament, current festivities include candles, lanterns, fireworks, decorated cars, projections and decorations of works of art and buildings, monuments, musical performances, traditional dances, parades, processions, bonfires, typical foods.
6.2. ADAPTATION TO NATURE
The adaptation of the Latvian people to nature is demonstrated by several practices that aim to store the resources necessary to spend the long period of harsh winter, such as hay for the animals, food, sources of energy, various forms of protection against the inclement weather.
6.3. VALUING POLITICAL AUTONOMY OR FREEDOM AND CITIZENSHIP
Latvia, like other small European countries throughout history, has been subjected to frequent invasions and dominations by larger or stronger countries. It was recently invaded and dominated by Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union, but it never resigned itself to such domination. He always fought with courage and perseverance for his own autonomy. National political freedom is highly valued. National dates are intensely celebrated.
This cult of freedom and autonomy results in the valorization of citizenship and constitutes an example of defense of the identity of a nation in the globalized world.
7. CURRENT RELEVANT CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE LETA ETHNICITY
In addition to the historical contributions of members of the Latvian ethnicity to the development of Ijuí, numerous recent and current contributions are worth noting.

Centro Cultural Leto de Ijuí participated in all annual editions of FENADI from 1987 to 2021. The Center offered typical food in the house every day of each edition, it used original Latvian clothing and folk dance and singing groups performed artistic and cultural events, totaling over 3,000 presentations on the stages located in the Exhibition and Fair Park, in the Casa Típica and in other typical houses of the Cultural Centers of Ijuí.

Authorities from Latvia and Brazil participated in the videoconferences held during FENADI VIRTUAL of the 2020 edition and in February 2021.

In the 2020 video conference, representatives from UNESCO, IOV Brazil and America, State Secretariats of Rio Grande do Sul and the Ministries of Argentina, Paraguay and Uruguay participated.

In the videoconference held in February 2021 with the participation of Deputy Dr. Dace Melbãrde and the delegation of Latvian authorities, it was agreed that the cities of Ijuí and Liepaja would build brotherhood, as well as the Universities of the two cities would celebrate cooperation agreements, cultural and academic exchange with the participation of the Latvian Cultural Center of Ijuí.

The aforementioned agreement has already been signed and activities provided for therein are being implemented.
8. FUTURE PERSPECTIVES:
• Continuity of cooperation programs between the Latvian Cultural Center and Latvia;

• Departure of the group in July 2023 to Latvia for the 2nd opportunity to participate in the “Bridge of Light” event;

• Participation of Deputy Dr. Dace Melbãrde, accompanied by Dr. Rūta Muktupāvela and European Parliament musician Dr. Valdis Muktupāvela, in the edition of the Exhibition-International Festival of Ethnicities - EXPOFEST IJUÍ 2022 (an event that incorporated the historical and traditional legacy of FENADI and EXPOIJUI), which will be held from October 6 to 16, 2022. , in addition to other relevant cultural, academic and political activities, a dialogue will be developed on a possible Cooperation Program between Ijuí and the European Union;

• Continuity of teaching the Latvian language in the city of Ijuí;

• Continuity of the Casa Típica Leta in the Ijuí Exhibition and Fair Park and the organization and operation of the Folkloric Groups of the Centre;

• Contacts and exchanges with other Latvians groups located in other Brazilian cities;

• Continuity of the participation of folk groups from the Latvian Cultural Center in Ijuí in national and international dance, singing, gastronomy and other events focused on the diversity of cultural expressions;

• Continuity of the participation of folklore groups in local and regional events aimed at celebrating parties and events for families and civil and religious organizations;

• Implementation of programs, projects and activities provided for in the Agreement signed by UNIJUI – Regional University of the Northwest of the State of Rio Grande do Sul de Ijuí and by the University of the City of Liepaja in Latvia;

• Continuing to carry out activities in conjunction with the Consulate and the Latvian Embassy in Brazil;

• Continuity of the Cultural Center's participation in the annual editions of EXPOFEST IJUÍ, in which approximately two hundred visitors are visited in each edition;

• The Doctor Dr. Edmar Grimm Berg from Ijuí and a member of the Latvian Cultural Center has dual citizenship: Brazilian and Leta;

• Mr. Aigars Strauss, who resides in Latvia, is part of Dr. Deputy Dace Melbãrde and plays the role of ambassador for the Latvian Cultural Center of Ijuí in Latvia;

• The Brazilian pastor Hanss Berzins, plays the role of official translator in Latvia. He has lived in Latvia for years and knows the city of Ijuí and the Latvians who are part of the Cultural Center;
• The Cooperation and Exchange process under development between the Leto Cultural Center and Latvia is serving as a reference for the other Cultural Centers of Ijuí with their respective mother countries that participated in the colonization of Ijuí and the Region.

• There are people who participate in the Cultural Center who speak the Latvian language;

• Some Latvian products are already sold in markets and Ijuí;

• Continuity with care aimed at safeguarding and disseminating the historical and cultural heritage of Latvian ancestors who participated in the formation of Ijuí and development of actions with their descendants;

• Continuity of the participation of people from the Latvian Cultural Center in the Board of Directors of UETI - União das Etnias de Ijuí. What has happened since the creation of the UETI;

• Continuity of joint work with the other ethnic groups that participated in the colonization and formation of the municipality of Ijuí, ensuring cooperation, mutual respect, miscegenation and participation in the construction of Brazilian culture;

• Promoting studies of intellectual production aimed at the participation and contributions of the Latvian ethnic group in Brazilian history and culture;
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