MUNICIPALITY OF IJUÍ

The “Colônia Ijuhy” was created in 1890 and the municipality of Ijuí was emancipated in 1912. In 2022 it had part of the original area of ​​the Colony along with 7 more municipalities.

The Colony was the 1st officially occupied by several ethnic groups together, not just by one ethnic group, being marked since its creation by cultural diversity and known as “America’s Little Europe” and “Cultural Babel of the New World”.

In 2022, the municipality occupied an area of ​​689,124 km², had a population of around 84,000 inhabitants and a per capita income of R$ 45,258.76. The economy was centered on agribusiness, commerce and a hub of urban technical services.

In the 1980s, EXPOIJUI – Ijuí Industrial and Commercial Exhibition-Fair, the Ijuí Ethnic Movement and FENADI – National Festival of Diversified Cultures were born, valuing the multiethnic roots and consolidating its national and international brand.

The Ethnic Movement comprised 13 Cultural Centers, which had over 35 folk groups with 1,000 actors and around 3,000 people who provided services for free. The Centers were associated with the UETI - União das Etnias de Ijuí, created in 1996, responsible for managing the Movement made up of 48 ethnic groups that participated in the formation of Ijuí.

The municipality, among others, received the following titles: Colmeia do Trabalho; Land of Diversified Cultures; Cultural Heritage of RS; National Capital of Ethnicities; and, International Capital of the Ethnicities of the Americas, achieving worldwide recognition, with the celebration of cultural, academic and economic partnerships with numerous national and international organizations.

FENADI was reformulated becoming the Exhibition-International Festival of Ethnicities - EXPOFEST IJUÍ, whose 1st edition took place in 2022, assuming the historical legacy of FENADI and EXPOIJUI.

The main socio-cultural characteristics of the community are: Valuing community aspects, associativism, pioneering spirit, volunteering, multi-ethnic peaceful and harmonious coexistence, miscegenation and the cultivation of longevity.

The municipality presented courageous future perspectives, such as: expansion of the number of ethnic groups organized in Cultural Centers, increase of its internationalization, covering the 5 continents, growth of social inclusion through the arts and folklore and urban and rural rooting of the material and immaterial historical heritage of the ethnicities.
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